
Carrying the Celebration into Our Lives 
Announcements & Notices 

*Hymn:  “There's a Star in the East”  [Voices United  #70] 

*Commissioning & Blessing (Choir Recessional) 

*Hymn:  “Joy to the World” [Voices United #59, vv. 1 & 2] 

Organ Postlude 

❧ 

For Our Guests and Visitors: 

We are delighted to have you with us this Christmas and 
thank you for coming tonight.  

From those who “only know that they don't know” to those 
who “have always known that God is real”, there is a great 
variety of convictions among us. “Open Doors” in our vision 
statement means that we welcome everyone looking for 
support and guidance while they are following their 
individual spiritual path. What binds us together is that we 
seek to be open minded and open hearted and engage with 
the Good News of God's love for all people in Jesus. 

We worship together every Sunday at 11:00 AM. Children 
are part of the family and are welcome to participate in 
worship. Childcare can be arranged with advance notice. 

For more information, we invite you to visit our webpage 
www.unitedchurchannapolisroyal.com or find us on 
Facebook @unitedchurchannapolisroyal.  

We hope to see you again and wish you a meaningful and 
happy New Year!



Hearing the Word 
*Hymn: “What Child is This”  
 [Voices United #74, vv. 1 & 2]  

1st Reading:  Isaiah 9:2-6, The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light (Elizabeth Pelham) 

2nd Reading:  Hebrews 1:1-5, The first Christians describe 
the Meaning of Jesus (Frances Rafuse) 

Anthem:  “Christ Is Born This Holy Night”, by L. Larson 

Time with the Children/Community Time — Making Room 

*Hymn: “The Virgin Mary Had a Baby Boy”     
 [Voices United #73] 

3rd Reading:  Luke 2:1-7, The birth in Bethlehem   
 (Wynne McCaskill-Delaney) 

4th Reading:  Luke 2: 8-20, Joy and amazement among the 
shepherds (Tom Faulkner) 

*Hymn: “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”     
 [Voices United #48, vv. 1-2] 

Theological Reflection:  
“Sing with the Angels – Glory to God, Peace on Earth” 

Responding to the Word 
*Offertory Hymn:  “In the Bleak Midwinter”  
  [Voices United #55] 
During this hymn, the Christmas offering will be collected. The 
Mission and Service envelope offerings are for emergency relief in 
the conflict zones of our world.  

Offertory Prayer  

Music and Sharing of the Christmas Light — Shari Clarke, 
Nyckelharpa (trad. Swedish instrument) 

Hymn: “Away in a Manger” (see bulletin insert) 

Prayer of Intercession (Margy van Binsbergen) 

Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night” (see bulletin insert)

St. George & St. Andrew United Church 
—Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts— 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 
The Eve of the Nativity 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Elisabeth Bachem-Jennings, M.Div. 
Organist:  Deirdre Morrell-Ormerod, B.Mus.Ed., Lic.Mus.M.M. 

[*indicates to stand, if able] 

Gathering the Community 
(The choir enters and the church is darkened) 

The Wexford Carol (Soloist Gillian Ormerod) 
Lighting of the Christ Candle on the Advent wreath 
Call to Worship 

(The lights of the church come on) 
Welcome & Introduction to the Service 
*Hymn: “O Come, All Ye Faithful”  
 [Voices United #60, vv. 1 & 3] 
Prayer of Approach 
Prayer Meditation followed by a moment of silence which will be 
marked by bell sound. During the silence, you may wish to reflect 
on the words hat have been spoken, gaze at the candles, or simply 
enjoy the peace and calm. At the second bell sound you are 
invited to say: 

You gave your all to the world  
in the simplicity of that stable. 
Love was born that day 
Pure love 
Undiluted  
Poured out for all 
who call on Your name 
Such Grace 
Undeserved  
deserves a response  
in the life that we lead. 
Begin with us today.



Away in a Manger 

1. Away in a manger,  

No crib for a bed,  
The little Lord Jesus 
Laid down His sweet head. 

The stars in the bright sky 
Looked down where He lay,  
The little Lord Jesus 

asleep on the hay. 

2. The cattle are lowing,  

The baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus,  
No crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus  
Look down from the sky,  
And stay by my side  
until morning is nigh. 
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Silent Night, Holy Night 

1. Silent Night! Holy Night! 

All is calm, all is bright  
Round yon virgin Mother and child.  
Holy infant so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,  
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia, 
Christ the Saviour is born,  
Christ the Saviour is born!
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