
  Welcome! 
St. George & St. Andrew United Church 

Sunday, December 24, 2017 

Open Doors, Open Minds, Open Hearts 

PO Box 493, 393 St. George Street   
Annapolis Royal, NS  B0S 1A0    Tel. (902) 532-7954 

www.unitedchurchannapolisroyal.com 
stgeorgeandstandrew@gmail.com 
(courtesy parking at the Court House)

Responding to the Word 
Community Time:  The painting — “Objects in Mirror…”.  

What do I notice? What do I feel? What message for 
me? 

Offering Our Gifts 
*The Doxology:   “In the Bleak Midwinter”  
 [Voices United #55, v. 4] 
Offertory Prayer  

Preparing for Service During the Week 
Prayers of the People 
The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
Announcements & Notices 
*Parting Hymn:  “Go, Tell It on the Mountain”  
 [Voices United  #43] 
*Commissioning 
*Benediction (sung):  “May the Love of the Lord”  
 [see inside front cover of Voices United] 
Organ Postlude 

❧ 

We invite visitors and regulars alike to stay for coffee and conversation 
after the service. Thank you for being here. 

Bulletin Dedication 
This morning’s bulletin is dedicated by Jan in loving memory 

of her husband Brent Vanzoost, parents Betty and Sid 
Mortimer and brother Guy 

Scripture readings for next week: 
Numbers 6:22-27 Aaronitic Blessing 
Luke 2:15-40 Shepherds and Naming, Simeon and Anna 



“Advent Unwrapped” — A Gift of Love 

Anthem:  “Noël Festival”, by L. Larson 

Prayer meditation followed by a moment of silence which 
will be marked by a bell sound. During the silence, you may 
wish to look at the painting, reflect on the words that have 
been sung, gaze at the candle, or simply enjoy the peace and 
calm. At the second bell sound you are invited to say: 

There is a transformation that takes place 
within the warmth of your embrace 
That certain knowledge that you are 
refuge, shelter, fortress and stronghold  
against which no army can succeed 
That you are Brother, Sister, Mother, Father  
the love that knows no bounds  
That you are God. 
That I am lost outside of your arms.  
Emmanuel, I welcome you. 

*Hymn: “Angels We Have Heard on High”  
 [Voices United #38] 

Hearing the Word 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:  Acts 10:1-8, An 

angel speaks to Cornelius (Madeleine Akin) 

Psalm 1, The Wise Person [Voices United #724] 

New Testament Reading:  Matthew 1:18-25, Joseph accepts 
Jesus as his son 

Theological Reflection:  Angel of Insight 

*Hymn:  “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”  
  [Voices United #44] 

[continued on next page]

Worship Leader:  Rev. Elisabeth Bachem-Jennings, M.Div. 
Organist:  Deirdre Morrell-Ormerod, B.Mus.Ed., Lic.Mus.M.M. 

4th Sunday in Advent  
Theme: “Angels Come in Many Shapes and Forms”,  

a dialogue between scripture, experience, and the paintings 
of Geoff Butler 

[*indicates to stand, if able] 

Gathering the Community 
The Organ Prelude will commence at 11:00 AM. Please remain 
seated and use the time during this period to quietly prepare for 
our time of worship together.  

Organ Prelude 
Welcome & Introduction to the Service 

*Lighting of the Fourth Candle on the Advent wreath  

As the people of God, 
we search for love… 
(light the fourth Advent candle) 

As the people of God, 
we cry out to the Key of David: 

Come quickly to make a home among us;  
come quickly to lift us from our sadness;  
come quickly to proclaim greetings of love and good 
favour. 

As the people of God, 
we sing:  

*Hymn: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  
 [Voices United #1, vv. 1 & 5]


